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The emperor was not appeased by these brave
words. He ordered Guru Arjan to pay a fine of two
lakhs of rupees and to erase from the Granth Sahib
all hymns opposed to the Hindu and Musulman
religions. The heroic Guru refused to do either.
Nor would he allow his Sikhs to subscribe the fine
among themselves. He was then handed over to
the keeping of Chandu Shah. The latter having
got into his power his hated enemy, began at once
to torture him. His agents poured burning sand on
their victim, seated him on redhot cauldrons and
plunged him in boiling water. The Guru never
gratified his tormentors with either a sigh or a groan.
Chandu Shah offered to stop the torture, if the Guru
would consent to Har Gobind's marriage to Sada
Kaur ; but this offer the Guru also rejected. Further
cruel tortures followed. At last the Guru asked
for and got leave to bathe in the River Ravi. Slow-
ly with painful steps the suffering saint dragged him-
self to the edge of the river. He bathed in the cold
water, but the hand of death was on him. This he
knew and he told it to the Sikhs near him and he
bade them appoint Har Gobind as his successor.
'Bid him not mourn,' he said, 'or indulge in unmanly
lamentations, but sing God's praises. . . ,
'Let him sit fully armed on his throne and maintain the
strongest army that he can/
So Sikhism passed from a sect of devotees to a
a military organization. On the 4th of the first half
of Jeth (June 1606) Guru Arjan passed away.
During his life he finished the Amritsar Tank, he
t>uilt the Golden Temple and began the Granth
Sahib. By his death he gave to his disciples an
immortal example of loyalty, faith and courage.